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1st Quarter Review -

January, February & March 2020

Did you miss the evening run -up of the XP -82 in January?
A large group came out to see the XP-82 fire-up and belch flame from the 2 Merlin V1650 engines.

MUSEUM AND GIFT SHOP - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 9AM TO 5PM
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day

Adults $20.00 - Senior 60+ or Military $18.00 - Students 13 to 18 years old $10.00
Children 5 to 12 years old $5.00 - Children under 5 years old FREE - Special Group Tour Rates Available

Statement of Purpose
The Valiant Air Command Inc.was formed to perpetuate the history of aviation, to encourage gathering of men
and women in camaraderie, research and Warbird restoration, to serve as an educational tool for young and old
alike; and to assure that the memory of those who gave their lives in service to their country shall not perish.
501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization Museum Recognized by the Internal Revenue Service

April 4		
April 11		
April 11		
April 18		
April 21		
April 25		
May 2		
May 9		
May 9		
May 16		

Future Events • 1st Quarter • 2020

Scouts: 2nd class meeting. VAC Library
Fly-in/Drive-in breakfast 8 to 10:30 am
Stem: 12th session. VAC Library
Scouts: 3rd class. VAC Library
VAC Board of Director’s meeting - 12 noon
Stem: 13th session. VAC Library
Scouts: 4th class. VAC Library
Stem: 14th session. VAC Library
Fly-in/Drive-in breakfast 8 to 10:30 am
Scouts: 5th class. VAC Library

May 19		
May 23		
June 6		
June 13		
June 13		
June 16		
June 27		

VAC Board of Director’s meeting - 12 noon
Stem: 15th session. VAC Library
Scouts: 6th class. VAC Library
Fly-in/Drive-in breakfast 8 to 10:30 am
Stem: 16th session. VAC Library
VAC Board of Director’s meeting - 12 noon
Stem: 17th session. Last Class, Cook Out

Please check the VAC website or with the event for last minute
changes before going!!!! (www.valiantaircommand.com)

Commander’s Report
Norm Daniels, Commander
Email: Commander@valiantaircommand.com
(321) 268-1941 ext. 4101

Greetings
Members,
Volunteers and Friends. Your
museum has enjoyed a favorable 1st
quarter in visitation, membership
renewals as well as new members.
Our gift shop team also has enjoyed
increased sales.
Hopefully, you have received
a letter from myself and Bob Boswell
requesting donations to expand our
facilities. The timing of our request is
important as we qualify for “matching
funds” from the Florida Department
of Transportation. As reported in
prior Unscramble Issues, we have
outgrown spaces for acquiring
additional
significant
aircraft.
Additionally, we have become a
destination location for corporate
events, weddings, business meetings
and holiday parties. Already we have
bookings (many repeats) for space in
our hangars through 12/2020.
Our STEM program is
becoming a sought-after learning
experience for young people. Bill
Teixeira, who heads this endeavor,
has tirelessly worked to make this
effort a growing and continuing
success. We have attracted many
guest presenters, educators and
instructors who participate in our
“hands-on” learning experiences.
Last week the VAC sold its
OV-10 Bronco aircraft. We have
had this aircraft in our hangar for

over 10 years. The Bronco was and
still is a versatile service aircraft
that fills many roles internationally
and domestically. The Bronco is
a sophisticated turbine-powered
aircraft. Our in-house ability to
maintain and repair this type of
aircraft vs our flyable vintage radial
engine warbirds is beyond our skill
sets. The Board of Directors approved
the sale. The Bronco is now in Costa
Mesa, California already flying and
earning its keep.
We are constantly trying to
woo people to volunteer to be tour
guides. Our museum guide ranks are
unable to keep up with the increasing
tour groups who are making our
museum one of their stops. If you
are willing, we are ready to train and
issue you an official “museum guide”
shirt. Simply go to our VAC website,
navigate to forms, go to “Volunteer,”
fill in the blanks and press submit.
We look for men or women who
are willing to fill a 4-hour shift any
day of the week. Our group of tour
guides has a wealth of knowledge
that our visitors appreciate based on
the letters we receive. Tour Guides
are the window to the history and
importance our aircraft have been to
the nation.
I must profusely thank our
group of volunteers who maintain
our static and
Continued on pg 3
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GONE WEST

Fred Wilms........VAC Member
since 1995 and a valued
member of the
VAC’s Grumman
Gremlins passed
January 16, 2020.
Fred was
originally from
Long Island, NY where he
worked for The Grumman
Aerospace Corporation for
36 years.
Would you like to be part of
the volunteer restoration crew
or how about becoming a
Tour Guide?
Fill out an application on our
website or stop at the Gift
Shop and get an application.

The Official Newsletter of the Valiant Air Command
1st Quarter - Jan, Feb & Mar
Submission deadline - Mar 24th
NL Published - April 1st
2nd Quarter - April, May & June
Submission deadline - June 24th NL Published - June 30th
3rd Quarter - July, Aug & Sept
Submission deadline - Sept 24th NL Published - Sept 30th
4th Quarter - Oct, Nov & Dec
Submission deadline Dec 22nd
NL Published - Dec 30st
Photographers for this Quarter:
Larry Champion, Lorraine Juhl, Phyllis Lilienthal,
Richard Spolar and Larry Titchenal.
Please note:
Items submitted after the submission deadline will not be
published or will be published the next month if applicable.
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Commander’s Report
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flying aircraft, guide visitors, restore aircraft as well as the
team that keeps our ground equipment functioning.
The memorabilia team led by Jem Golden along
with Malcolm and Chris have added new displays and
modified others to correctly “tell the story”. Viewing
our displays with modifications and added narrative
enhances the history of these artifacts.
I am excited about the future of the Valiant Air
Command Warbird Museum. We are fortunate to have
other Aircraft Museums around the country visiting us
and offering to “trade” for specific items they or we need.
We recently were offered and received as a donation,
several mobile weapons loaders. Charlie Hammer one
of our long-time volunteers who spent many months on
carriers, worked on the weapons loaders to make them

Gift Shop News
Anita, Maureen, Rich & Lorraine.
Email: VAC-PX@valiantaircommand.com
(321) 268-1941 ext. 4112

We miss seeing everyone
and look forward to going back
to the VAC. We hope everyone
stays safe and healthy, we will get
through this and be back to normal
soon.
There are a lot of new items
that we hope to share with you.
Rosie is always popular and we increased our inventory of Rosie luggage tags, water bottles, caps, lunch

operable. These are prime pieces of trading material.
We are privileged: The Navy and US Airforce continue to
keep us on the top of their list as first receivers of aircraft
as they become available. Last month, Dennis Jenkins,
Procurement Officer was contacted by the Navy offering
an E2C and an A3D-1 Skywarrior. Reluctantly, we had to
turn down the offers as we have no space available; we
are wingtip to wingtip!
As to the Corona Virus, the Board of Directors
voted to close the VAC Museum at 5 PM, March 15, 2020,
until further notice. The Board will look at the situation
on March 26th to determine the next step. We took this
action to protect our members, staff, tour guides and
restoration team, as well as the crew working on our
rolling equipment. Hopefully, this action will help some
in protecting all of us. Please check the VAC Website for
more information.

boxes, and shirts. Also, we have
new signs that I think you will like; if
you are of the older generation you
will remember “Kilroy”. “Old Guys
Rule” T-shirts have been selling like
mad, just got in our 3rd reorder.
There are 2 tables of used
books in the lobby, I’m sure you can
find something to interest you. It is
an eclectic assortment of books on
aviation and many books that women will enjoy also.
Well signing off from all of
us and hope to see all of you soon

Metal Signs

Anita, Maureen, Rich and Lorraine

tion

The “Rosie” collec
Shot
Glass

Lunch Box & Cap

Water Bottle

Cup

Lunch Box

Luggage
Labels

Large assortment of books at discount prices

Delicious tomato
products with the VAC
label

Local
Wildflower
Honey

Eclectic assortment of books marked down
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Executive Officer’s Report
Bob Boswell, Executive Officer
Email: ExecutiveOfficer@valiantaircommand.com
(321) 268-1941 ext. 4104

We all agree that these are unsettling times
with the COVID-19 virus around us.   Unfortunately,
the virus forced closure on March 15 of the museum
and all scheduled events.  Many of the events will be
rescheduled and we will update our calendar. The best
we can do now is distance socially and electronically
keep in contact. By the time you read this a date to reopen the museum should be posted.
The past quarter has been a good one for our
Warbird Air Museum.  The number of events hosted
has continued to increase as has the daily visitor
count. Gift Shop sales are also on the increase.  Our
Aircraft Restoration Team continues to pump out
beautiful display aircraft and our Procurement Officer
has airplanes lined up to be brought to the museum.
This brings me to the key subject of this report.
We have outgrown our current facilities and
are undertaking our largest expansion ever that will
allow us to accept additional aircraft and artifacts.
This expansion will provide a large aircraft parking
apron, a new display hangar that will double as a
convention/events center with a prep-kitchen and
small restaurant and much-needed visitor parking.  A
$3.2-million fund raising campaign has been launched
to fund this expansion.
We need you and all your patriotic friends
and business partners to become part of our future
museum.   Please visit our Valiant Air Command
Warbird Museum website (www.valiantaircommand.
com) and donate. Requests for sponsorship and
donations have been sent out to both individuals
and local businesses. I can help with special donation
requests.  Call the museum (321) 268-1941 and enter
my direct extension 4104. Your place in history is
waiting and every dollar counts!
As always, the museum is looking for additional
volunteers.  Specifically, we need Aircraft Marshallers
for our 2nd Saturday each month fly-in and other
flying activities at the museum. Same for Flight Line
Safety Personnel to keep the crowd away from aircraft
that are starting engines or are taxiing.   If you have
this type of experience or would like to learn, go to
the web and volunteer, or contact me at the museum.
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Another area I would like to encourage is
the submission of articles for this Unscramble.
Everyone has a “There I Was”, “It Happened to Me”
or an interesting experience or short story that
all our members would like to hear.   Take a few
minutes to share your story with us by sending it to
our Unscramble Editor at the VAC.  I think we could
all have a lot of fun sharing our unique experience.
Humor or educate us!
If you haven’t visited the museum lately, you
should do so.  Along with several additional warbirds
restored to both flying and static display, many
improvements in our memorabilia rooms have been
made. Jem Golden and Malcolm Cater have raised the
bar to new heights as they have assembled aviation
artifacts into exciting educational displays.  It is worth
a visit just to tour the memorabilia rooms and see the
new displays.
The fly-in/drive-in breakfast from 8 to 10 on
the second Saturday of every month is the best deal in
town.  $12 for adults and $5 for children (5-12) at the
door gets you the custom chef-prepared breakfast and
a tour of the museum.  Attendance has been steadily
growing.   We had two book signers this past event
and 17 aircraft that flew in from distant home stations
including Jacksonville, Vero Beach, and Punta Gorda.  
Of course, we had the thrill of the formation flights
and their overhead break from our strong supporters
in Spruce Creek.
One last comment…  The Commander and BOD
have been working on ideas for activities/events we
could provide at the museum that would attract more
participation from members.   Secondly, we need to
implement some sort of recognition/reward program
for our volunteers.  The volunteers are the backbone
of our museum and often they are not properly
recognized.   If you have any ideas or suggestions for
either of these two areas, please provide them to one
of the Board Members or again just submit them to
the VAC.
Take care of yourselves and enjoy the
temporary reduction of usual daily activities and
requirements.

Facilities Officer’s Report
Tom Etter, Facilities Officer
Email: FacilitiesDirector@valiantaircommand.com
(321) 268-1941 ext. 4105

   The TBM has done flight operations and run
tests.   The C-47 has flown many flights and run tests.
During the 50-hour inspection, metal was found in the
filter and screen for the #2 engine which has been sent
off for repair.  The H-13G has been tested and recently
flown.  The OV-10 was repaired, tested, flown and sold.  
The S2F went into Restoration to prepare for engine
swaps.
We have moved aircraft continuously for venues,
flight tests, operations, weddings and meetings, including
the use of our two hangars at once. We set-up for some
photoshoots, a baby shower, an Airbus party, and the
monthly Fly-in/Drive-in.
We were able, with our crew and Marvin, to clean
up the area around the C-123, moved the two trailers
to the restoration area and emptied the 3rd container
that remains (which is also for sale).  We are considering
moving the C-123 from the other side of the field to the
area south of the Vietnam hangar.
We ordered more black curtains for venues.  We
held one party of 250 in one hangar and 56 Honor Flight
people at their party in another hangar.   Parking was
tight, but Dan McAlexander, Jerry Kerr, Jem Golden, and
Patti Champion got it done as they always do getting all
cars on our property.  We had 864 people in the SpaceX
Christmas Party which lasted until 0100 in the morning.  
The break-down took until 0300.   The car parking
required the Sheriff to park many cars on the road.  We
have found our limit is about 150 cars on our property;
the other 450 cars lined the road.  
We found a home for our hangar cat that was so
friendly but kept leaving paw prints on all the planes. One
of the wedding guests at the last wedding we did took
her.  During the ceremony, the cat jumped on a man’s lap
and curled up.  He happened to be a cat person and his
wife said to take the cat home despite her having a cat at
home.  
Many of the C-47 ground crew (including Charlie
Hammer, Charlie Meyer, Terry Nies and myself) have
been helping on the C-47 in their spare time.  We moved
the MiG-21 to our West Ramp area (and closer to the
Restoration Hangar for eventual inclusion in the Vietnam
Hangar).  This makes room in front of the museum for
adding another aircraft.
A positive situation occurred this year.  With the

decision not to do an air show, we find that we now have
time to do many of the ‘nice to do’ projects that get put
off until a crisis occurs and now we have the help of the
snowbirds to augment our usual crews.
The Porsche Club’s 4th VAC Annual Picnic was
held just before the museum closing.  When they heard
we were closing, many stayed behind and helped pick
up the tables and chairs to speed up the break-down
process. [Thank you to the Porsche Club members for
their help. -ed.]

An unfortunate event is that our BOD voted to
close the VAC due to the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  
While it would have been great to allow our Volunteers
to continue to work without the public present, it would
be unsafe if anyone working alone fell and got hurt with
no one around.  Thus the unpopular vote was prudent
and unanimous.  The vote is positive as it may save lives
(these being our public and our staff).
From my point of view, what is next?   We will
end the quarantine of the VAC when it is safe, repair the
C-47, place the C-123 south of the Vietnam hangar in
the sand and later on the new ramp pad, possibly add a
new aircraft out front, work on the S2F, and help with all
operations as needed.  We hope to start a new ramp and
venue hangar soon.
With the shut-down, we have time to think
about how lucky we are to be able to work with the
fine people of the VAC.  I work closely with the group I
call the C-47 Crew but I also am privileged to work with
the BOD, Restoration Crew, Docents, the growing STEM
Crew, the Parking Crew, PX Crew, Hot Dog Crew, Upstairs
Crew, the Set-up Crew, and Joel’s Crew that work out
of the Motor Pool (Lesterville).  All are vital to the VAC
operations and there are no bad apples in the bunch.  
Throw in the individuals like Phyllis, Martin, Larry, John
and the new guy (Nick) and we are so blessed.  They are
all my Heroes. I can’t say enough about these wonderful
people that make up our VAC.
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Procurement Officer’s Report
Dennis Jenkins, Procurement Officer
Email: dennis.jenkins@valiantaircommand.com
(321) 268-1941

As you have undoubtedly noticed, the C-47
is missing an engine. The Maintenance Officer and
Operations Officer will cover this in more detail, but
we are using the opportunity to verify the condition of
our spare “core” engines and accumulate a spare-parts
inventory to help mitigate this sort of problem in the
future.
As the Commander indicated, we have sold our
North American OV-10G Bronco. This was a beautiful
airplane in pristine condition, but there was little
likelihood that we could ever have supported flight
operations with it. The buyer was the OV-10 Squadron
located at the John Wayne/Orange County Airport
in California and they have an extension restoration
capability at the Chino Airport. Our Bronco (BuNo
155409) is the eighth OV-10 they have acquired and
the second that is flyable. The squadron’s mission
statement is, “The OV-10 Squadron is committed
to the restoration of these aircraft to certified safe,
flyable and enjoyable condition. It is our passion to
rebuild and restore these amazing aircraft for personal
use. We’re also committed to sharing the history with
others with our passion.”

Posing for the last VAC portrait
Two of their mechanics inspected the airplane,
changed the oil, replaced a few trim motors (a known
failure point on the airplane so they brought enough
to replace them all), installed a new emergency locator
transmitter (ELT) and replaced a leaking brake caliper

and hydraulic line. With the help of two new batteries,
the engines fired on the first attempt. After successful
low-speed taxi tests, one of the squadron’s pilots
came and made a test flight. Later that afternoon the
paperwork was finalized and the Bronco headed west,
arriving in California three days later.

Getting ready
Everybody we dealt with during the transaction
was personable and dedicated to the airplane, and we
are certain it is in good hands. The funds from the sale
go a long way toward making the museum expansion a
reality.
We were supposed to travel to Latrobe,
Pennsylvania on 21 March to collect our MikoyanGurevich MiG-17 fighter. However, the worsening
impact of the coronavirus pandemic forced us to
postpone the trip until it no longer poses a health
risk to the parties concerned. The same goes for an
inspection of a MiG-15 trainer in Boston that had been
scheduled for early April. Along the same lines, the
new owner of our MiG-15 has delayed collecting it
until conditions improve.
Despite the current world situation, the 138th
Aviation Company Memorial Inc. plan on bringing
their Beech RU-21A King Air over from Orlando. They
recently donated the RU-21A to us and it will make an
interesting addition to our collection. The airplane (6718113) flew combat reconnaissance missions during
the Cold War, the War on Drugs, and in the first Gulf
War. For the time being, it will be displayed in front of
the museum where the MiG-21 used to be.
We are completing the annual recertification
process for the loans we have
Continued on pg 7
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Procurement Officer’s Report
Continued from pg 6

from the National Naval Aviation Museum (NNAM),
such as the F-11F, F-14, F-18, SBD-5, etc. This is mostly
a paperwork exercise but includes submitting detailed
photos of every artifact so the NNAM can assess its
condition. The act of photographing the artifacts
normally leads to uncovering various conditions that
need to be tended to (flaking paint, corrosion) and we
will add these to our ongoing restoration efforts. We
have to complete the same process annually for the
artifacts we have on loan from the National Museum
of the United States Air Force (F-16, B-52 cockpit, etc.)
and the National Museum of the Marine Corps (F-8K).
Since we are discussing the Navy, last month
the NNAM approached the VAC about becoming home
to a Northrop Grumman E-2C Hawkeye and a Douglas
A3D-1 Skywarrior. The E-2 would have been a good
fit since they are currently built and maintained in
Jacksonville (although this particular one was built on
Long Island). The A3D was unusual in that it was still in
the bomber configuration (rather than a tanker, whale,
or other non-combat configuration). Particularly
gratifyingly, the NNAM made it clear that we are one
of the favorite museums since we provide excellent
restorations and care for their aircraft. Unfortunately,
as the Commander said, we had to turn both down

since we do not have the room for more aircraft at the
moment.
We are still searching for some missing pieces of
our F-100D Super Sabre and are looking at the various
government surplus sites for a truck and trailer to
better haul aircraft cross-country with. In early March a
guest donated a very serviceable 25-foot closed trailer
that will come in very handy moving items.

The OV-10 Squadron painted Richard Jones’ name on
the nose landing gear door as a tribute to the effort he
has put into maintaining the airplane while it was at the
Warbird Museum.

March 12, 2020 • The Volunteer Hot Dawg Day Food Crew

l to r: Shirley Juhl, Lorraine Juhl, Patti Champion, Claudette Holda, Barb Rathbourne, Norm Rathbourne,  Pat
Kerr and Joanne Baxter
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Maintenance Officer’s Report
Marvin Juhl, Maintenance Officer
Email: MaintenanceDirector@valiantaircommand.com
(321) 268-1941 ext. 4108

I’ll start by saying that this year started with the
C-47 being down for its fifty-hour inspection. The sad
part is that we found metal filings in the Airwolf filter
which, with further investigation, it was determined
the engine needed to be removed for tear down by
a reputable overhaul facility. The right engine was
sent to Anderson Aeromotive in Idaho to perform
the necessary repairs. During the interim, we have
another engine in the progress of a complete overhaul,
expecting its delivery this month (March). With all that
in progress, we have prepared the right engine nacelle
to receive the engine by cleaning and painting the oil
tank and all other areas as needed, including making up
new oil and fuel lines. All this is needed to meet engine
overhaul requirements and for engine warranty. With
all this taking place, this gave us extra time as well to
do the extra TLC items that we were trying to do for
some time like adjusting the cowl flaps, painting the
engine mount, wing leading edge painting, etc.
Most everyone has been waiting a long time on
the TBM, as too is it ever going to fly? Well after a few
years and a lot of man-hours and sweat, she took her
place among other warbirds into the sky. What a sight
it was to see after our long hard achievements do what
she was designed to do. Needless to say that many of
our volunteers put their hearts into her. Many, many
thanks to them since without their hard dedication to
getting her in shape to excellence we wouldn’t have
seen it happen. Read more about the TBM Avenger on
our VAC website.
Now we come to the helicopter Bell 47G4-A.

VAC maintenance personnel have been going through
the annual inspection. Since we are somewhat new in
this field, we performed the inspection not only once
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but several times to ensure that it was completed
satisfactorily. Also, we have an expert consultant from
Alabama who also performed the first check flight.
After the first flight and a simple adjustment, she
flew flawlessly. Several more flights were made with
no maintenance noted. We couldn’t have asked for
a better flying machine. With this helicopter up and
running, we are now able to work on the other Bell
47D-1 (*M.A.S.H.*), perhaps we can get this one done
and flying before year-end! When that happens, it will
make #4 for VAC flyable aircraft.
Next will be the S-2 Tracker, where there has
been some work started. Will this be #4 instead of the
Bell 47? One can never be sure, but I would like to see
it up and flying next. For that to happen, it would take
a lot of A&P and dedicated volunteer manpower.
Our volunteer manpower is spread out
on projects including getting the F-101 back to a
presentable condition. That’s going to take awhile
seeing that there is a whole lot of corrosion and access
panels that require replacement. At this time though,
the crews are doing an unbelievable job. It’s almost
like putting perfume on a pig so to speak. Then we
have the volunteers who are working on the two Huey
helicopters that are being configured as simulators for
kids and adults to play in. Currently, the volunteers
are working on the instrument panel, windows, fuel
tank removal and sanding prep for painting. Skids have
already been installed. The other Huey is currently
being worked on also with one skid replaced and the
removal of unserviceable fuel tanks. This Huey is the
one that we want to have in a near flyable condition. It
would be way too expensive to make it fly, so we’ll do
the next best thing, get it to the stage of a run-up!! The
goal is to finish the simulator Huey first.
The MiG-21, that was out front of the VAC, has
been removed to make room for an incoming aircraft
to take its place. The MiG-21 is now stationed next to
the Canberra waiting its turn for restoration along with
the other aircraft that are in line. Which one gets to
be first? Already in restoration are F-11, F-101, and
two Huey’s (UH-1), and we must not forget that the
C-123 has a crew of two working on her. So with all
these currently being worked on, plus the work on
the current flyable’s (see above), it’s difficult to say
who’s next for restoration. It is going to take dedicated
volunteers and time.
PS: If you would like to be part of this team,
please visit our website.

Finance Officer’s Report
Tracy Bohrmann, Officer
Email: FinanceDirector@valiantaircommand.com
(321) 268-1941

Well, what a different world we are living in
this month. The uncertainty and stress surrounding the
pandemic spread of SARS-Cov2 (COVID-19) is putting
everyone on edge.
The VAC Board voted to close the museum on
March 16, 2020, and we have remained closed since
then. The one thing people want to know is: when are
we going to re-open the museum? I don’t know is both
the short answer and the long answer. The key things
we need to see are:
a.  A drug treatment that works reliably
b.  A vaccine
c.  A rapid antibody test
As of today, we have none of these. There are several
large-scale clinical trials in progress, but no magic bullet
yet as far as an antiviral medication. A vaccine is a
probable 12-18 months out at the earliest. Coronaviruses
are notoriously difficult to develop vaccines for. As an
example, SARS hit in 2003, and we have yet to develop
a vaccine for this virus, which is a relative of SARS-Cov2.
Another relative is the common cold. This is why when
you look at the back of a Lysol can it states it works
against human coronavirus. Treatment for this disease
will be a game-changer because as of the moment we
have no treatment. The only defense we have is physical
distancing.
Another key milestone will be the roll-out
of antibody testing. Antibody tests are used to tell
if a person has been exposed to a virus in the past.
Antibodies are the component of the immune system
the recognizes a viral invader and helps fight it off.
With a rapid antibody test, we can tell who has had the
virus, fought it off and is now immune. This is vital for
healthcare workers so they can care for patients with
this disease and not be at risk. It is also vital for everyone
else to know that they are immune now and can’t pass
it to vulnerable people. At that point, we can get back to
work without risking people’s lives.
The Board has agreed to continue paying
employees as the closure continues unless the
employee has elected to forgo getting paid. This is very
vital support going to people who support the VAC.
Right now, we are in good financial shape, especially
in light of the fact that we did not schedule an airshow

for the past weekend. We would have been in the
unfortunate position of having to cancel an airshow at
the last minute and closing the VAC.  It was extremely
lucky for the VAC that we decided not to have an
airshow as we would have been on the hook for a lot
of money, possibly into the hundreds of thousands.
We will be in a much stronger position to go forward
if we commit to an airshow in 2021 when we have the
Thunderbirds booked. As far as air shows are concerned
not having Sun N Fun at the end of this month is sad as
everyone looks forward to this event. However, I believe
they made the right call moving the event to mid-May. It
remains to be seen if it can be safely held at that point.
I am looking at the options that may be available
for financial aid for extended closing as relates to a small
business. Normally these programs are administrated
by FEMA because of the disaster component to these
events. As a former FEMA employee, I’m pretty familiar
with the application process. Much of the time the help
is generally available as a small business loan, which
would need to be paid back at some point in time. I will
continue to monitor this aspect.
Regarding expansion, many of you have been
extremely generous with your donations, and I thank
you so much. It going to take everyone pitching in to
accomplish the goal of greatly increasing the size and
scope of the VAC. This plan is still going forward right
now as it is almost all permitting and paperwork, at the
moment, with little on-site work. So coronavirus has not
derailed this plan as of the moment. Norm Daniels will
continue to update everyone on this project.
The C 47 awaits her engine, as it has been sent
out for repair to Anderson Aeromotive after making a
fair amount of metal that was caught in the Airwolf filter.
Hopefully, it will be a fairly inexpensive and quick repair,
but that remains to be seen. We are eager to get her
up and running, but as of now, all bookings have been
canceled for the near future.
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STEM Report
by Bill Texeira

In the last issue of the Unscramble, we reported
we were so thrilled we had another successful year
and especially working with the STEM team members
at the VAC. The first quarter started as we predicted
with new partnerships ready and able to assist in our
STEM presentations. Explore Science Earth & Space
located in North Carolina and the NISE Net Worth sent
us 10 projects to share with Students. The following
partnerships are ready to get involved: Florida High
Tech that provides elementary, middle, and High
School instructors with access to STEM experts and
the 99s, a New Generation of Women Pilots who
conducted a great Class - we are looking forward to
asking them back. The Girl and Boy Scouts working
toward their Merit Badge now have an Introduction
to Flight program being instructed by Carl Braun and
Bill Brown, both VAC volunteers who will use our new
Flight Simulator.
The USAF at Patrick AFB came through again
when we had a problem finding an instructor to conduct
one of our classes. We were honored to have Lieutenant
Colonel Scott Nichols stepping up to tell the class how
the Pilots of the USAF prepare their flight plans. He
shared so much more with us regarding his team flying

the Black Hawk Helicopter. The presentation he gave on
the Huey Helicopter such as we have in the restoration
hangar was so informative.
We all are aware of what happened at the
beginning of March 2020 with an impact to our STEM
program: the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The whole
operation at the VAC was shut down until further notice
on March 15, 2020, to protect the health and well-being
of Staff and Students. The STEM program at the VAC
will not fade away: we will continue. In the meantime,
we have set in place a contingency plan to carry on the
program as we are writing to you. We had a Webinar
via ZOOM as a way to communicate and hold meetings
from the comfort of one’s home which worked great. We
will present it to the parents of the students for them to
view our new classroom setting via ZOOM, and provide
projects to the student directly to them at home. This is
not only a productive way to communicate, but also to
accomplish projects together via the Internet. We are
still pursuing and planning to develop a program for a
few students who want to get into a project and develop
it with their own hands working on it until the project
is completed.
Keeping a positive attitude and seeing a child’s
smiling face is always the greatest reward one can
receive.

March 14, 2020 • Fly-in/Drive-in

Chef: Matt
Sous Chef: Linda

Author: Spencer Lane
Book: First World Flight

Author: Dave Baranek
Book: Top Gun

A sampling of the 17 Breakfast Fly-In Aircraft
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January 17, 2020 • A Gathering Of Six WWII Aircraft

Warbird aviation history was made when a flight of six WWII aircraft took to the sky from the Warbird Museum
and flew together past the NASA Vehicle Assembly Building, the Space Shuttle landing strip at the Kennedy
Space Center and finally over the Valiant Air Command’s complex. Participating aircraft were the VAC’s very own
C-47 “Tico Belle” and the recently restored TBM Avenger, a Commemorative Air Force SNJ, the P-51 Mustang
“Moonbeam McSwine”, Tom Reilly’s XP-82 Twin Mustang and Tom Reilly’s B-25 “Killer B”.

Fueling up and staging for the historic flight. l to r: XP-82, C-47 “Tico Belle” and B-25 “Killer B”

Commemorative Air Force SNJ

VAC’s TBM-3 Avenger

“Moonbeam McSwine” P-51 Mustang

XP-82 Twin Mustang

“Killer B” B-25

The Air -to -Air Photos

XP-82 Twin Mustang

Commemorative Air Force SNJ

TBM-3 Avenger

“Killer B” B-25

B-25 “Killer B” & TBM Avenger

XP-82 Showing Off
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4 Generations in Aviation
When “Tico Belle”, the Valiant Air Command’s The Flying Kierk Family (Civil Air Patrol circa 1948)
Flagship flies, Leigh Lewis, VAC’s Fight Operations
Director and C-47 pilot, will probably be sitting in
the left seat. Leigh is a third-generation flier in four
generations of pilots...you could say the flying gene is
in his DNA.
Leigh’s Grandfather, Christ Kierk, fell in love
with flying when he took a belated honeymoon trip
in a Jenny aircraft. That trip started Christ on a flying
career.
l to r: Joyce, Christ, Clara and Beryl (Leigh’s Mother)

Bill Lewis (Leigh’s Father) in the Army Air Corp

)
Bill Lewis standing 4th from left (circa 1948)

Christ Kierk
In the spring of 1928, he took a course in aviation
and soloed that year. Christ purchased a new Travelair
on June 13, 1929, buzzed the town and started taking
up passengers.
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Bill Lewis with the B-25 he was flying
Continued on Pg 13

4 Generations in Aviation

Continued from Pg 12

Bill Lewis worked part-time as a crop duster
Leigh’s Son, Wade Lewis, has joined his Father
while he was in the U.S.A.F. and stationed in Mississippi. as a VAC pilot. Wade Lewis, the VAC’s youngest pilot,
lives in Florida and started flying as a Skydiver pilot. He
flew a Twin Otter in Africa, A Corporate Gulfstream IV,
and is now a 767 pilot for Atlas Air delivering Amazon
Prime packages.

Bill Lewis with crop dusting plane

Emily Lewis (Leigh’s Daughter) Tragically died in
Sandpoint, Alaska 2010. She was flying a Beech 1900
cargo plane that experienced an engine failure.
Emily, at that time, according to the Guinness
Book of World records was the only known 4th
Generation Woman Pilot.
Her mother, Joy, is a pilot in Seattle, Washington.
Leigh Lewis on the right with Son, Wade Lewis on the left

Emily Lewis towing a banner

Father and Son team at the controls flying “Tico Belle”
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January 11, 2020 • Very busy Fly-in/Drive-in Breakfast

Every 2nd Saturday between 8 am and 10 am you can pay $12.00 and get the museum admission and the
complete breakfast buffet including a made to order omelet prepared by Chef Matt...you can’t beat that.
(This event can get canceled because of inclement weather, please check with the VAC or the VAC’s web page the day before)

Get your breakfast prepared by Chef Matt and then sit and enjoy the crowd and planes

The Ford Tri-motor’s last day at the VAC

The Ford Tri-motor buzzes the VAC Fly-in

A Coast Guard C-130 executing a few touch and goes

Last minute conference before takeoff

A float plane just looks out of place on the VAC ramp
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1st Quarter Review - January, February & March 2020
The Valiant Air Command’s Goodwill Ambassadors are out spreading the word.

Cindy Marini, Norm and Barb Rathbourne man the
VAC’s table at the Salute to Veterans Reception.

Curtis Taylor, Patti Champion and Lorraine Juhl
man the VAC’s table at the Key Lime Festival.

Is this C-130 coming to the January Fly-in Breakfast? Nope, Just doing a touch-and-go landing (TGL).
Larry Champion and Martin Pring photographing the TGL; Phyllis Lilienthal photographing them.
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